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Welcome
Dear partners and stakeholders in the Belgian and French-speaking hospital sector,
For the 5th edition of the Brussels Healthcare Design Days (Journées de l’Architecture en Santé), 
we wish to give a voice to those who transform healthcare facilities every day. From Wallonia to 
Flanders, and extending to Luxembourg, France, and Switzerland, our hospitals boast high-quality 
infrastructure and successfully combine local accessibility, specialized care, and innovation.

However, the future of hospitals will not simply be a matter of building more. The reform underway for the 2026–2036 
period calls for clarifying the mission of individual sites, better distributing expertise, and expanding day-hospital 
services and intermediate care, all while maintaining accessibility. This evolution raises fundamental questions for 
architecture: how can we adapt existing structures, make buildings more flexible, facilitate cooperation, and support 
patient pathways that extend beyond hospital walls?
Belgium possesses unique experience in this regard. Its dense hospital landscape, organized into networks and 
spanning multiple decision-making levels, compels us to devise pragmatic solutions. Renovating without interrupting 
operations, transforming technical facilities, improving patient and staff flows, reducing energy consumption, 
integrating new digital technologies, protecting staff, and placing the patient back at the center. These achievements 
may be less visible than a brand-new building, yet they constitute the true laboratory for the hospital of tomorrow.
It is this practical, on-the-ground expertise that we wish to highlight in Brussels. We are issuing a call to Belgian 
institutions, hospital management, healthcare professionals, technical managers, architects, engineers, and 
researchers. Come and present your transformations, methods, and successes, as well as the challenges you faced 
and the lessons learned. A valuable conference presentation is not merely the story of an exemplary project; it is an 
experience shared for the benefit of the entire community. This fifth edition aims above all to highlight approaches 
from Wallonia, Flanders, and Brussels, while remaining widely open to French-speaking healthcare institutions 
from across Europe. Brussels is destined to become a hub where experiences, hospital cultures, and expertise 
converge. This edition seeks to showcase the quality of a Belgian hospital sector capable of evolution, the strength 
of its collaborative efforts, and the ingenuity of professionals facing real-world constraints. All while welcoming the 
perspectives and achievements of our European partners.
We need your voices, projects, and experiences to fuel a discussion that truly reflects the scale of the transformations 
currently underway. Let us make Brussels the place where hospitals share what they do best: adapting, cooperating, 
and continuing to care.

David Entibi
Directeur des Journées de l’Architecture en Santé

Save the date
	º 21 octobre 2026 
Submission of proposals deadline

	º 30 octobre 2026 
Deliberation and selection 
of interventions by the 
selection committee

	º 31 janvier 2027 
End of Early Booking rate
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Maison de la Poste - Tour & Taxis
Maison de la Poste is ideally located on the Tour & Taxis site 
in the heart of Brussels. It is easily accessible by road and rail, 
from the airport, and from the city centre itself—on foot or 
even by bicycle.
Maison de la Poste offers a range of spaces, including the 
Ticket Window Hall, which combines a conference area 
accommodating up to 400 people with an exhibition area 
for our partners; the Maritime Room on the first floor; and 
the Attic Cinema on the third floor, which hosts conferences 
and workshops.
Gare Maritime, the former freight station recently renovated, 
welcomes delegates for the traditional networking reception.

Hospital Tour
For each edition of the *Journées de l’Architecture en Santé*, 
the organizers offer attendees an exclusive tour of a flagship 
facility in the region. Whether recently completed or still 
under construction, these visits provide participants with 
an opportunity to enrich their professional experience and 
discover how architecture can profoundly transform the quality 
of patient reception and care.
At previous editions, JAS attendees have visited the CHU 
Brugmann, the King Albert II Institute, and the Jules 
Bordet Institute.

Networking Cocktail Reception
The organisers of the Journées de l’Architecture en Santé 
are pleased to invite all delegates to a networking cocktail 
reception at Gare Maritime on Tuesday at the end of the 
conference programme. This convivial occasion is designed 
to encourage dialogue and professional connections.

An International Event
Every year, architects and healthcare professionals from 
around the world
come to share their experiences and enrich their future
projects. In the past, conference participants from the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, and Italy have 
spoken on the JAS stage.

Organisation
H-event organises the Journées de l’Architecture en Santé 
in Belgium, France and Québec. The company works with 
specialists who have developed 15 years of expertise and 
know-how in professional event management.
Drawing on experienced multidisciplinary teams—sales, 
marketing, communications and logistics—and in-depth 
knowledge of healthcare facilities, H-event provides a 
comprehensive range of services tailored to its clients’ needs.
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COMITÉ DE SÉLECTION 2027

Wissam BOU SLEIMAN
Président HOSPITALS.BE

Directeur Général Médical
CHU Brugmann

Paul WIRTGEN
Directeur général

Centre Hopitalier du Nord Luxembourg

François BURHIN
Administrateur exécutif ABDH,  
DG Centre Hospitalier EpiCURA

Fréderic THYS
Médecine d’urgence  

Grand Hôpital de Charleroi

Thierry FREYNE
Algemeen directeur

AZ Sint-Lucas 

Christian JADOT
Architecte

ArtBuild Architectes

Stéphane VERMEULEN 
Architecte

SWECO architects

Charlotte PIJCKE
Architecte MBA

Marie GODRIE
Architecte

archipelago
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THEMES OF THE HEALTH ARCHITECTURE DAYS

SUSTAINABLE AND ECO-RESPONSIBLE HEALTHCARE ENVIRONMENTS
	º In today’s context, how can economic and environmental imperatives be reconciled?
	º Green and sustainable hospitals: towards climate-smart architecture?
	º Healthcare facilities and the challenges of decarbonisation: energy, water and waste management.
	º Sustainable, healthy materials supporting the well-being of patients, residents and staff.
	º CSR – Corporate Social and Environmental Responsibility: the relationship between architecture and quality of 
working life.

CITY–HOSPITAL ECOSYSTEM – HEALTHCARE TERRITORY
	º Designing intergenerational housing and shared spaces.
	º Identity as a driver: belonging to a territory, a place and a recognised institution.
	º Designing hospital hotels as an alternative to inpatient admission.
	º Regional planning through urban development adapted to the growth of healthcare facilities.

SPATIAL DESIGN OF THE HOSPITAL ENVIRONMENT
	º Bringing art and culture into healthcare facilities and making them an integral part of the environment.
	º The role of colour and light in the comfort of patients and healthcare professionals.
	º Legibility, wayfinding and atmosphere in care environments as major human and therapeutic dimensions.
	º How can spatial design and ergonomics support patient confidentiality and privacy?

ARCHITECTURE AND PSYCHIATRY
	º Architecture in support of psychiatric care.
	º How can design address the specific requirements of mental health care?
	º The challenge of destigmatising mental health.

REINVENTING ARCHITECTURE FOR OLDER PEOPLE
	º Transforming care facilities for older people in the twenty-first century.
	º Designing new places of solidarity between nursing homes and hospitals, encouraging family involvement and 
intergenerational initiatives.
	º Providing a better welcome for older people, their families and carers.

E-ARCHITECTURE: HOSPITAL 5.0
	º Artificial intelligence as a tool for architectural design.
	º New functional organisations and digital spatial management, and their impact on patient, logistics and health-
care-product flows.
	º The contribution and impact of digital technological innovations on hospital organisations and on the design and 
operation of buildings.
	º Reducing built space and creating new connections between teams: towards a new approach to Hospital 2.0 within 
its territory.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND INNOVATION / NEW TRENDS
	º What new hospital model—or models—should be developed for tomorrow? The adaptable hospital.
	º Healthcare professionals, architects and designers: working together more effectively.
	º The “patient partner”: how can patients be involved in the design teams’ thinking?
	º Rationalising facilities to respond to changing demographic and healthcare needs.

INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL CULTURE
	º Comparative analysis of design practices.
	º The architect’s approach in international contexts.
	º How can alternative design approaches and new practices be imported and adapted?
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FORM 

Please complete this document and send it to: jas@ja-sante.be

THEME SELECTION

	£ SUSTAINABLE AND ECO-RESPONSIBLE HEALTHCARE ENVIRONMENTS
Presentation title : 

	£ CITY–HOSPITAL ECOSYSTEM 
Presentation title :

	£ SPATIAL DESIGN OF THE HOSPITAL ENVIRONMENT
Presentation title :

	£ ARCHITECTURE AND PSYCHIATRY 
Presentation title :

	£ REINVENTING ARCHITECTURE FOR EDERLY PEOPLE 
Presentation title : 

	£ E-ARCHITECTURE: HOSPITAL 5.0
Presentation title :

	£ HEALTHCARE DESIGN AND INNOVATION / NEW TRENDS
Presentation title :

	£ INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL CULTURE
Presentation title

Maximum presentation duration: 20 minutes
Abstract text to be provided: maximum 300 words in Word,  accompanied by an image

º Agency / Practice:

º Author’s name:	 º Author’s position:

º Co-author’s name:	 º Co-author’s position:

º Address: 	 º City:

º Country: 	 º Phone:

º E-mail: 	 º Cellphone:

º Comments

º Could your presentation also be delivered as a 45-minute workshop, including a question-and-answer session? 	 Yes £ No £

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINE 21/10/2026 



jas@ja-sante.be | www.ja-sante.be

JOURNÉES de
l’ RCHITECTURE

en SANTÉ

Bruxelles 

23 et 24 mars 2027
Maison de la Poste • Tour & Taxis

Early-booking rates 
Until January 31 2027

Standard rates
From February 1st 2027

SPEAKER 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL 

UAFS MEMBER

Early Booking

€700 excl. VAT

Standard

€800 �excl. VAT

Two-day access

Networking cocktail reception

Full access to all conferences

Coffee break each day

Walking lunch each day

Video package 

ARCHITECTS 
ENGINEERS 

DESIGN CONSULTANCIES

Early Booking

€800  excl. VAT

Standard

€900 �excl. VAT

Two-day access

Networking cocktail reception

Full access to all conferences

Coffee break each day

Walking lunch each day

Video package 

OTHER CATEGORIES 
COMMERCIAL COMPANIES 

MANUFACTURERS

Early Booking

€900 excl. VAT

Standard

€1 000 �excl. VAT

Two-day access

Networking cocktail reception

Full access to all conferences

Coffee break each day

Walking lunch each day

Video package 

HOSPITAL TOUR (Places limitées) : €100 excl. VAT

For any questions regarding the organisation, please contact:

H-event +32 (0)4 70 84 09 49
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CONTACT
jas@ja-sante.be
+32 (0)4 70 84 09 49
www.ja-sante.be

An  event 

UNION DES ARCHITECTES FRANCOPHONES POUR LA SANTÉ

With the support of

THE EVENT’S HIGHLIGHTS
	● Inspiring lectures: Featuring renowned speakers, 
including architects, directors of public and private 
institutions, engineers, physicians, and policymakers.

	● Visits to model facilities: CHU Brugmann, the King Albert 
II Institute, the Jules Bordet Institute, and more.

	● Networking: Collaboration among various stakeholders 
in healthcare and architecture, and meetings with 
industry representatives.

PRESENTATION OF THE JAS
Since 2019, the Journées de l’Architecture en Santé have 
established themselves as an international benchmark 
for thought and innovation in hospital architecture. Held 
in Brussels every March for the past five years—as well 
as in Menton, France, and Montreal, Canada—the JAS 
aim to bring together the brightest minds to reimagine 
healthcare spaces.

The Journées de l’Architecture en Santé (JAS) return to 
Brussels—at the Maison de la Poste, Tour & Taxis—on 
March 23 and 24, 2027. This key event gathers leading 
figures from the fields of hospital architecture, healthcare, 
and technological innovation to collectively envision the 
hospitals of the future. Organized with the support of 
the *Union des Architectes Francophones pour la Santé* 
(UAFS), the JAS provide a unique platform for sharing best 
practices, exploring emerging trends, and strengthening 
collaborations within the healthcare sector.

A RICH PROGRAM
The upcoming edition will feature over 25 high-level 
conferences, interactive workshops, and case studies 
presented by key industry players.

Key themes for this edition include: architectural design 
and innovation, sustainable and eco-friendly healthcare 
environments, international architectural culture, the 
medico-social sector, the city-hospital ecosystem, and 
e-architecture (Hospital 5.0)...

PARTICIPANTS WITH DIVERSE PROFILES
Architects, Urban planners, Engineers, Builders, Directors 
of establishments, Managers of infrastructure, works or 
technical services, Hospital engineers, Doctors, Patient 
Partners, Researchers, Political leaders, government 
agencies. . .

WHY PARTICIPATE?
The JAS offer a unique opportunity for healthcare and 
architecture professionals to:

	y Discover concrete solutions to the growing challenges 
facing healthcare facilities.

	y Discuss ambitious projects that integrate sustainability, 
appeal, and innovation.

	y Draw inspiration from international best practices to 
transform care environments.
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